The UN Human Rights Council adopted the
outcome of the UPR of Ethiopia

Statement from HRLHA

The UN Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of
Ethiopia on September 19, 2014. On that date, Ethiopia was given 252 recommendations by the UN
Human Rights Council member States® to improve human rights infringements in the country, based on

the general human rights situation assessment made to Ethiopia on May 2014 at UPR.

The Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa welcomes the adoption of the outcome of the
UPR on FEthiopia and appreciates the majority of the UN Human Rights Council member states’
recognition that one of their members, Ethiopia, has committed gross human rights abuses in its own
country contrary to its responsibility to protect and promote human rights globally. Most of the
Recommendations the Ethiopian Government received on September 19, 2014 were similar to the 2009
recommendations that were given to the same country during the first round of UPR human rights
situation assessment in Ethiopia®. This proves that the human rights situation in Ethiopia continues to

deteriorate.

The Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa also welcomes the Ethiopian government for its
courage of admitting its wrongdoings and acknowledged most of the recommendations and promise to
work further for their improvements. The HRLHA looks forward the Government of Ethiopia to shows its
commitment to fulfil its promises, and not to put them aside until the next UPR comes in four years
(2019)

However, the government of Ethiopia failed again to accept the recommendations not to use the

anti-terrorism proclamation it adopted in 2009 to suppress fundamental freedoms of expression, assembly

1 UPR Info’s 2RP (responses to recommendations), List of all recommendations made to Ethiopia and its
responses to them, http://www.upr-info.org/en/review/Ethiopia/Session-19---April-2014/UPR-
Info%E2%80%99s-2RP-%28responses-to-recommendations%29#top

2UPR Info’s 2RP (responses to recommendations),List of all recommendations made to Ethiopia and its
responses, http://www.upr-info.org/en/review/Ethiopia/Session-06---November-2009/UPR-Info%E2%80%99s-2RP-
%28responses-to-recommendations%29#top
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and demonstrations. The country also rejected the recommendation of the member states to permit a
special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association to travel to Ethiopia

to advise the Government.

Today, thousands of people are languishing in prison because they formed their own political
organizations or supported different political groups other than EPRDF. Thousands were indiscriminately
brutalized in Oromia, Ogadenia, Gambela, Benshangul and other regions because they demanded their
fundamental rights to peaceful assembly, demonstration and expression. These and other human rights
atrocities in Ethiopia were reported by national and international human rights organizations, and
international mass media, including foreign governments and NGOs. The Government of Ethiopia has

repeatedly denied all these credible reports and continued with its systematic ethnic cleansing.

The HRLHA appreciates the UN Human Rights Council members who have provided valuable
recommendations that have exposed the atrocity of the Ethiopian Government against defenceless
civilians and the HRLHA urges them to put pressure on the government of Ethiopia to accept those

recommendations it has rejected and put them into practice.

Finally, the HRLHA strongly supports the recommendations made by UN Human Rights Council
member states and urges the Ethiopian Government to reverse its rejection of some recommendations,

including:

e Ratifying the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC),

e Ratifying the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance, OPCAT,

o Permitting the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association to
travel to Ethiopia to advise the Government;

e Improving conditions in detention facilities by training personnel to investigate and prosecute all
alleged cases of torture, and ratify OPCAT,

e Repealing the Charities and Societies Proclamation in order to promote the development of an
independent civil society “Allowing Ethiopia’s population to operate freely”

e Removing vague provisions in the Anti-Terrorism Proclamation that can be used to criminalize the
exercise of the right to freedom of expression and association and ensure that criminal prosecutions

do not limit the freedom of expression of civil society, opposition politicians and independent media ;

and use this opportunity to improve its human rights record.
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