Public: August 11, 2012.

The Human Rights League of the Horn of Africa is highly concerned about the safety and
whereabouts of two Oromo nationals who were kidnapped and taken away by government security

agents.

According to reports obtained by the HRLHA through its local
correspondents, Mr. Biranu Nagari Calchisa, a father of six, was kidnapped from
his home in the Ayyana Town of Gidda Ayyana District in Eastern Wollega
Province in the middle of the night on the 20™ of July, 2012. Mr. Calchisa’s
family and friends have never heard from him ever since he was taken away by

armed security forces; and his whereabouts is not known. Sources added that this

is the second time for Mr. Calschisa to be a victim of extrajudicial actions under

Mr. Riranu Naoari |y same TPLE/EPRDF Regime.

In 2000, he was arrested in his hometown and taken to the Capital Addis Ababa/Finfinne where

he was detained at the Kalitti and Ma’ikelawi prisons.

Similarly, Mr. Tesfa Getahun Barkessa, also a father of six, a businessman of age
42 and resident of Najjo Town in Western Wollaga Province was abducted from
his workplace by security forces on August 2nd, 2012, at 5:00pm local time.

Mr. Tesfa G. Barkessa was seen at Nagamte Hospital, a few days later after his

disappearance, escorted by strange people.

Mr. Tesfa Getahun

Both Mr. Biranu N. Calchisa and Mr. Tesfa G. Barkessa were said to be
hardworking citizens who were very well respected in their Community. Not only the families and friends
of these two Oromo nationals, but also HRLHA is highly concerned about their safety and wellbeing, as
their whereabouts is not known ever since they disappeared. There is also a very high fear that both Mr.
Biranu N. Calchisa and Mr. Tesfa G. Barkessa might have been subjected to tortures and other forms of
ill-treatments. The HRLHA calls up on the Ethiopian Government to unconditionally release the two
Oromo national; or allow the due process of law to take place in case the two are suspected of committing

any crime.

HRLHA is a non-political organization (with the UN Economic and Social Council - (ECOSOC) Consultative Status) which attempts
to challenge abuses of human rights of the people of various nations and nationalities in the Horn of Africa.



HRLHA also calls up on all regional and international human rights organizations as well as the
Western allies of the Ethiopian government to put all available pressures on the ruling TPLF/EPRDF
Party so that it refrains from committing such extra-judicial acts of intimidations and harassments against
innocent citizens. Such acts are not just endangering the lives of the targeted individuals, but also ruining

the futures of their offspring and other dependants.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to the Ethiopian Government and its concerned

officials as swiftly as possible, in English, Ahmaric, or your own language expressing:

++ concern regarding the apprehension and fear of torture of the citizens who are being held in
different detention centers including the infamous Ma'ikelawi Central Investigation Office; and

calling for their immediate and unconditional release;

« urging the Ethiopian authorities to ensure that these detainees would be treated in accordance
with the regional and international standards on the treatment of prisoners, and to disclose the

whereabouts of the detainees; and

* Your concerns to diplomatic representatives in Ethiopia who are accredited to your country.

¢ Office of Prime Minister of Ethiopia

P.0.Box - 1031, Addis Ababa

Telephone - +251 155 20 44; +251 111 32 41

Fax - +251 155 20 30, +251 1552020

« His Excellency Birhan Hailu -Min. of Justice

PO Box 1370, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia Fax: +251 11 5517775; +251 11 5520874 Email: ministry-
justice@telecom.net.et

cC

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations Office at Geneva 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland Fax: + 41 22 917 9022 (particularly
for urgent matters) E-mail: tb-petitions@ohchr.org this e-mail address is being protected from

spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it

African Commission on Human and Peoples‘ Rights (ACHPR)
48 Kairaba Avenue, P.0.Box 673, Banjul, The Gambia.
Tel: (220) 4392 962, 4372070, 4377721 - 23 Fax: (220) 4390 764

HRLHA is a non-political organization (with the UN Economic and Social Council - (ECOSOC) Consultative Status) which attempts
to challenge abuses of human rights of the people of various nations and nationalities in the Horn of Africa.
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Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights

Council of Europe

F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex, FRANCE

B +33(0)3884134 21

& + 33 (0)3 90 21 50 53
=1 Contact us by email

U.S. Department of State

Tom Fcansky - Foreign Affairs Officer
Email;-TOfcansky@aol.com>Washington, D.C. 20037
Tel: +1-202-261-8009

Fax: +1-202-261-8197

Amnesty International - London

Tom Gibson

Telephone: +44-20-74135500

Fax number: +44-20-79561157

Email;- TGibson@amnesty.orgThis e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need

JavaScript enabled to view it

Human Rights Watch - New York,

Leslie Lefkow

lefkowl@hrw.org; rawlenb@hrw.org

Tel: +1-212-290-4700

Fax:+1-212-736-1300 Email: hrwnyc@hrw.org

HRLHA is a non-political organization (with the UN Economic and Social Council - (ECOSOC) Consultative Status) which attempts
to challenge abuses of human rights of the people of various nations and nationalities in the Horn of Africa.


mailto:achpr@achpr.org
mailto:commissioner@coe.int

	E-mail: achpr@achpr.org
	Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights

